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VIA TELBEC March 2, 1981 


The Rector of Concordia University, Dr. John W. O'Brien, released 
the following statement late today in response to the decision of the 
Department of Education to increase, beginning in September 1981, the 
tuition fees the universities will be expected to charge foreign (visa) 
students: 


Substantial increases in tuition fees to be paid by foreign students 
will be the result of the Quebec government's changes in the rules for 
financing universities. ‘The manner in which this has been done is 
strikingly unfair in a number of ways. This past year foreign students 
have paid $50 per credit compared with $15 for local students. For 
students who will come to Quebec for the first time next September fees 
have been raised to $138 per credit (an increase of 176 per cent). In 
other words, the average tuition cost for foreign undergraduate students 
will go up from $1,500 a year to $4,140 a year (for 30 credits). The only 
students exempt will be those from the eleven francophone countries with 
which Quebec has a special agreement and those who are studying the French 
language or French and Quebec literature. , 


The government has based its decisions on a new policy that foreign 
students are to pay 60 per cent of the average annual cost of educating 
a full-time undergraduate student in Quebec. Foreign students at Concordia 
University, however, will be expected to pay 97 per cent of their costs. 
That happens because the government provides Concordia with a substantially 
lower operating grant than other universities. 


Further, the government has left it until now, right at the deadline 
(March 1) for applications for September registration, to announce this 


very large increase in tuition fees. 
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For students already enrolled in Quebec universities the increases 
are less extreme, but still substantial. Such students might have 
expected to pay an increase of 10 or even 20 per cent in line with rising 
costs. Instead, they will be required to pay an increase of 70 per cent. 
Fees will rise from $50 per credit to $85, for the average student an 
increase from $1,500 a year to $2,500. And the following year fees will 
increase to $3,500. 


This upsets the basis of financial planning under which many students 


came to Quebec, and will create hardship for many individuals. 


The government has been concerned with developping Quebec's inter- 
national relationships and its reputation abroad. The imposition of 
massive fee increases on foreign students already in our universities 
is inconsistent with the government's own goals, and extremely short- 
sighted. These students, who will become important people in their 
own countries, will carry with them memories of the insensitive treatment 


they have received. 
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